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Share this with those who need to know

COVID-19 news from SAMED, Government and Abroad.
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SAMED ON COVID-19

The SAMED Library is a dedicated resource for all COVID-19 related updates,
regulations, notices and news. All SAMED COVID-19 updates and related

information can be found here.

Book your calendar: Member Forum - Competition law & pricing in light of COVID-19

Please see the invitation below. Please complete the anonymous survey on this link prior to the
meeting to aid us in understanding the COVID-19 impact on members.
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Please only click the link at the above, specified date/time.
Join Microsoft Teams Meeting

Back to top

PLEASE PARTICIPATE: BSA COVID-19 products and company information portal.
This effort is part of the broader SAMED collaboration with the Minister of Health via Business Unity South
Africa’s “Business for South Africa” initiative (BSA).  During the current pandemic, up-to-date information
is critical to ensure all key stakeholders in the value chain make the best-informed decisions at the right
time.

The information collected on the covid19manager.co.za platform will be used to ensure supplier
verification, regulatory compliance, product availability, reasonable pricing and providing the accurate and
most up-to-date logistical information to the procurement department division at BSA to place orders from
you and/or assist with ramping up local production. It is an automated process to help facilitate the
overwhelming demand currently being experienced in South Africa during the weeks to come. The
SAMED office, IDC, the dti, Minister of Health and the BSA procurement team will have access to the
data. No data will be shared with other suppliers.

NOTE: THIS IS A LIVE SYSTEM SO PLEASE UPDATE YOUR STOCK QUANTITIES AND LEAD TIME
AS AND WHEN THEY CHANGE.

Please see the following link to the video for an explanation of how to use the portal and click
on https://covid19manager.co.za/ to add your company and product information.
 
You will most likely be contacted by a member of the BSA procurement team should your information
provided need to be verified or an order need to be placed. In this regard, we have put in place a security
measure. The BSA procurement team will always supply you with your security code that only you have
access to on the portal. See the video for reference as to where to find this code. Please never share or
read this code to anyone but only have them read it back to you for validation. If at any point you feel your
security code is compromised please let Tanya Vogt (tanya@samed.org.za)  know and it will be reset.

 We are extremely appreciative of the support and commitment of our members in fighting this pandemic.
Back to top

DO YOU HAVE A COVID-19 QUESTION OR QUERY?
Please visit the FAQ Section of our library as it provides answers to many of the

frequently asked questions we receive.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) relating to Essential Goods, clearance and
movement of goods and service rendered by customs under the COVID-19
lockdown

What is the difference between critical supplies and essential goods?
What do we need to know about the importation of critical supplies or essential goods to the
national state of disaster (COVID-19 pandemic)?
Do I need to apply for the VAT exemption under rebate item 412.11?
Where can I find the certificate issued in terms of Schedule 1(8) of the Value Added Tax Act,
1991, item 412.11/00.00/01.00 (RE: SARS Essential Goods List)?

Find the answer to these and other questions here.

Disaster Management Tax Relief FAQ’s for Employees’ Tax, ETI and
Provisional Tax

Who are qualifying taxpayers?
What are the requirements to claim the tax relief?
What is the Employment Tax Incentive (ETI) tax relief?
What is the Employees’ Tax Deferral?

Find the answer to these and other questions here.

COVID-19 UPDATES, NOTICES, LEGISLATION AND REGULATIONS

COVID-19: Level 4: Short list of to-do's
Below is a short list of to-do's/considerations to comply with the new risk-level regulations

1. Can services be rendered from home or by telehealth?
2. Is our business or practice included in table 1, for during the day services?
3. Establish whether any staff would need to cross provincial boundaries to return to work.
4. Designate for your practice/business a COVID-19 Compliance Officer
5. Develop your Annexure E Plan
6. Phase in the return of your employees
7. Develop Health & Safety Measures in line with Regulations and Directions issued
8. Re-design or supplement your practice or businesses Terms & Conditions
9. For practices, develop or amend your consent forms

10. Other considerations

Please ensure you have new Permits for your staff or existing permits that include both the place of work
and the place of residence (Reg16(2)(b)). Download the new permit template here.
 

Back to top

BSA Update: Return2Work workplace readiness tools
A number of workplace readiness tools have been developed to help businesses that are reopening to put
in place the necessary occupational health and safety provisions to enable a safe Return2Work. 

1. Workplace readiness practice note - provides minimum practice guidelines for all employers to
resume operations safely and minimise the risk of COVID-19 transmission to workers. Download
it here.

2. CEO declaration template - confirmation that the employer has completed the required
procedures and planning processes to safely resume operations at level 4 lockdown. Download
it here.

3. Risk assessment and management tool - a planning tool to aid a company to assess their
COVID-19 related risks (tab 1) and then put in place plans and controls to mitigate those risks (tab
2). Note that this should be done with the workplace occupational health and safety committee, if
applicable.  Download it here.

4. Risk-adjusted strategy regulations – note in particular page 15 and Annexure E that have been
included in the practice note and CEO declaration. Download it here.

 
Note, these documents seek to incorporate all the relevant official requirements but do not replace the
law. If a business has already assessed its occupational health and safety risks and put in place a plan,
the business need not use these tools. The material is provided for guidance in the absence of the
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business having a process and plan in place, or as an additional reference to ensure that all-important risk
factors and control measures are considered. It is important to remind all businesses to keep their
occupational health and safety records, and risk management approach available in the event that it is
required for reporting or compliance purposes. 
 For more information click here.
 

Back to top

Return to Work Toolkit
As the country moves to Level 4 stage of Lockdown, the President has identified a few key considerations
that affected business will need to build into their Return to Work considerations. This is not an attempt to
identify each and every requirement as the needs, regulations and requirements of every business will
differ. It is a general guideline seeking to identify key considerations for organisations as they navigate the
coming months. Demanding a strategic, yet hands-on, flexible thinking.
Download the Pons Process Consulting Toolkit here.

Back to top

COMMENT: Disaster Management Tax Relief Bills
National Treasury and the South African Revenue Service (SARS) publish, for public comment,
the revised 2020 Draft Disaster Management Tax Relief Bill and 2020 Draft Disaster Management Tax
Relief Administration Bill. These Bills give effect to the media statement issued by National Treasury on 24
April 2020 regarding further tax measures to combat the COVID-19 pandemic, following the address by
President Cyril Ramaphosa on 21 April 2020.

Comments can be sent to 2020AnnexCProp@treasury.gov.za and acollins@sars.gov.za by close of
business on Friday, 15 May 2020

The revised 2020 Draft Disaster Management Tax Relief Bill and the 2020 Draft Disaster Management Tax
Relief Administration Bill provide the necessary legislative amendments required to implement the further
tax measures aimed at combating the COVID-19 pandemic and also take into account public comments
received on the initial batch of COVID-19 draft tax bills published on 1 April 2020.

Back to top

SAHPRA Medical Device Hotline
SAHPRA has launched a COVID-19 Medical Device Hotline to deal with COVID-19 related queries.

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://www.return2work.co.za/%C2%A0
https://mcusercontent.com/aa29e243aef90d6117432130b/files/2c4799ed-7c8d-4a18-8b4a-7c6aec80ac5c/COVID_19_Return_to_Work_Toolkit.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/aa29e243aef90d6117432130b/files/3a01940a-4863-4a6d-b85f-0ba799fefb85/Revised_Draft_Disaster_Management_Tax_Relief_Bill___1_May_2020.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/aa29e243aef90d6117432130b/files/9bdb78c6-be14-4c39-9b6d-da004063db21/Revised_Draft_Disaster_Management_Tax_Relief_Administration_Bill___1_May_2020.pdf
http://u2593534.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=csd4ujf0cIoL31-2BK6VYhrb4Fd7TuFOUOyoUZvMYQzg29hTSXkNExWJ6QLCO4EnPWaX9KNZ-2FNQ-2BiPJ6Jd9tuRNuHJ5InnbtYXKvKmrwImA3-2BvgkuFxq5ENh8fSWJn-2BHEYWqeCwv3yZdfT6om6EJvxzOTUsSFQNEfL-2B-2F6ovRLulCnbQanIFfFakBBbUNgn2mr47jMcRTe1f-2BrvDWac8wJWD47vssec6-2FYTZT1tMZBhxGfWf-2BnkJXA4KOKAbZry6Q6Acc-2B4-2BZlYYpbL3fVZeCP1w-2Bu9J8ldzT34xmLZi30uH2skKbnXh5fNo6-2B-2BRVu3Q0DZxPiqvMCWYeJpOJxXE0dd8jYFGcrAKvxfA0Sjpc2LN3XY13zq0NLp5bux89PW4a0rNXaaGVY3r-2FXTeFRbMNAVN7145RrhgEFF4v6qRJM5iPc-3Dv2Uk_FQC2LT8GxayrM161hhHVAlozzUGPz75YvmyR374vwkY4YFPQooCXeTxq7s-2B1kVupAVBEcUkGukAYXO5naU80iYmkTQHyVgnyuMdzGlUOQVHCsmh-2ByUV-2FVLkrH4KdpFRDuDsRj-2Bl0YIPVACEKN3FxsRBmOzxO4yW9FoqJ8dSqnWLGCj1jrcR8NIg2PkV4JjCowLV2XI7r0o4p1bS2092P4xDQDFROZCnKbzB1UeA0OTAO6-2F-2F12ym4moAm6M7AuN5Wg23eIqHMBS6mWQqtYnVMkC-2BegGYEp3I-2BSVuDAA0pBqs-3D
http://u2593534.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=csd4ujf0cIoL31-2BK6VYhrYwKkasTwFDGmNEbnyDLPtd4o0wREW-2BzyQrKRF5J9YJzJek0nHLXnLHVXDzOudNurPCWCT61dk6gOIZUg5Dto20iRBzJCyCBklC0onjjLhG5gc-2BZa4Dr-2FXWKicCQwN8Q7OmQ3xALK4mB6U6QcpKyIkUDiH7IKbSq3-2FV7lzLYZZhoQjktJFZXZLkYNRfzZ6O-2BF6Zg5NvPeFGFcOwMz8PgY9vAnVmpgXfesm7aOhdQxX3-2BjH-2FNgARb3auR1hT5PyTTlZSfAzCb75UP6dg5PMZCtAO2M-2BYMlv0n-2FXdCZpBQ-2FEbe5mLk_FQC2LT8GxayrM161hhHVAlozzUGPz75YvmyR374vwkY4YFPQooCXeTxq7s-2B1kVupAVBEcUkGukAYXO5naU80iY0wpktIw4n5uxzEqQOdNUddM6-2Fkflc-2FyIYHb32haFmrg4YRQKm6jkHmkv5iWKVNFyrXtZRiknwo58iTqn0vx1k-2B4tH547a5BAhkNf-2FqeJBVMdjm0TeCDQOBtZ9N7NFkyHZ-2BEsTssItnBmTYYh-2FgnsVIUrbl0-2FEsnJs-2B15h-2F-2By-2FAmGV7XnSNFBZwsDOAp8jnVcL0fX5BQ11FIze68KrEEZk-3D
mailto:2020AnnexCProp@treasury.gov.za
mailto:acollins@sars.gov.za
http://eepurl.com/gfYW7P
https://us19.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=aa29e243aef90d6117432130b&id=18040fc24d
javascript:;


05/05/2020 SAMED COVID-19 News

https://mailchi.mp/samed.org.za/inthenews7feb2019-4406853 5/8

Download this notice, here.
Back to top

Department of Small Business Development: Small business support programmes
in response to COVID-19: 
The Minister of Small Business Development, accompanied by the Deputy Minister, updated the Portfolio
and Select Committees in a joint virtual meeting on the implementation of the COVID-19 response
programmes by the Department of Small Business Development (DSBD).

DSBD's main programmes were the SMME Debt Relief Fund and the Business Growth/Resilience Facility.
However, the latter had been placed on hold because of the demand for debt relief. To date, 759 SMMEs
have been assisted using R280 million of the R530 million budget at a rate of approximately R350 000 per
SMME. To cater for the deficit due to new applications, those SMMEs needing payroll assistance are
being moved to UIF assistance and DSBD is looking for further funding and means to assist SMMEs.
Assistance granted is also in the form of loans and not grants at a repayment rate of prime minus five
percent.

Download the minutes of the meeting here.

The Department of Small Business Development has put together a response plan in light of COVID-19
aimed at small business. The purpose is to:

1. To share the interventions that have been introduced as part of the relief measures.
2. To share practical plans that are aimed at supporting SMMEs to recovery post the “hard

lockdown”.
3. To also present a plan on the differentiated interventions aimed at supporting various categories of

informal businesses.

Download the presentation here.
Back to top

COVID-19 Update & Government Response: Minister & Department briefing
The Portfolio Committee on Health met jointly with the Select Committee on Health and Social Services,
The aim of the meeting was to get a briefing from the Minister and his team on the progress the
Department and South Africa as a whole were making in the global pandemic of COVID-19. The
Department provided an in-depth exposition on the new risk-adjusted strategy for the resumption of
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economic activity. There would be five-phased levels. The Minister of Health further spoke about how the
system was developed and how it would work. 
Download the meeting minutes here.

Back to top

The Solidarity Fund uniting South Africa against COVID-19
The Solidarity Fund provided more details on its purpose and mandate of mobilising and coordinating
efforts and resources from all South Africans and the international community to assist most vulnerable
South Africans to deal with the impact of Covid19 and the consequences of measures intended to slow its
rate of infection. One of its key focus areas is a Health Response with direct support for the healthcare
system, augmenting both the private and government healthcare sectors to ensure they have what they
need, as well as enabling emergency supplies.
Details on how to donate are available on the Fund’s website www.solidarityfund.co.za
For more information email info@solidarityfund.co.za 
 
For offers of supply of Medicines and Medical Devices send
to covid19supplies@businessresponsecovid19.co.za
If you are seeking PPE for your hospital, clinic, or NGO please email your request
to covid19requests@businessresponsecovid19.co.za

Back to top

COVID-19 RELATED PRODUCT REQUESTS

Request for infrared digital thermometers
If you are a supplier of infrared digital thermometers and currently have stock, please contact James
Meakings on the details below. This device is required for screening staff. 
 
Contact James Meakings, Azochem Laboratories Pty Ltd: 083 651 2320
or james.meakings@azochem.co.za 

Back to top

COVID-19 EVENTS

EKA Work Sessions
A special session is arranged relating to UIF / TERS benefit that can be claimed, as well as the labour
law implications of Covid-19. Yvonne, from Elsabe Klinck and Associates, will take attendees through
the requirements of labour law (e.g. can you send employees on unpaid leave?), how to regularise your
UIF status and how to claim from the TERS if you are unable to pay staff or had been unable to do so in
the past- and/or coming months.

WHEN: 7 May 2020, 18:00 - 20:00
COST: R500, excl. VAT
BOOKINGS: eugenia@elsabeklinckassociates.co.za
Download the EKA Worksession form here.
 

Back to top

BSA Risk Assessment Presentation
Business for SA has performed a comprehensive risk assessment of the significant strategic risks arising
from the COVID-19 crisis. The risk assessment has gone beyond the conventional two-dimensional
approach to depicting risk and has taken a four-dimensional view by including considerations of risk
interconnectedness and velocity. This enables consideration of the contagion effect of risks and will assist
to identify and highlight those risks which, when addressed, will have the greatest effect on mitigating the
other risks.   To view the full document, click here.

 Given the technical nature of the assessment set out in this report BSA would encourage the participation
of the presentation sessions as per the slots below: 

Tues, 05 May; 07:30 to 08:30am Tues, 12 May; 07:30 to 08:30am

Wed, 06 May; 07:30 to 08:30am Wed, 13 May; 07:30 to 08:30am

Thurs, 07 May; 07:30 to 08:30am Thurs, 14 May; 07:30 to 08:30am

 
To enrol for any of the above sessions please contact: Daniella de Gouveia: +27 66 307 0846 or 
Daniella.de.Gouveia@businessresponsecovid19.co.za

Back to top
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COVID-19 DEVELOPMENTS

TRACKING THE PANDEMIC

South Africa’s COVID-19 cases have risen by 447 to a total of 6 783. This is the first time the
numbers have increased by more than 400 cases in a day.
Health Minister Zwelini Mkhize announced the increase on 3 May, adding that eight more people
had died, bringing the number of South Africans who died due to the coronavirus to 131.
As of 30 April, 7 216 777 citizens had been screened through the Community Screening
Programme. Of these, 72 087 had been referred for testing. The testing had increased from 230
686 cases to 245 747 on Sunday night. More than 2700 people were screened during roadblocks
on the N14 in Ventersdorp, Brandvlei and the N1 North freeway, on Sunday, and five were taken in
for testing. Minister Mkhize also reported that hypertension, diabetes and cardiac disease are
among the most common co-morbidities associated with serious COVID-19 cases in the country.
The DA plans to submit Promotion of Access to Information Act (PAIA) applications to compel
provincial health departments to release detailed COVID-19 statistics daily. DA said only the
Western Cape and Gauteng (although in a limited fashion) were releasing daily stats which are
broken down into regions, fatalities and tests conducted.
The coronavirus pandemic may last until 2022, according to a report published Thursday. A group
of researchers at the Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy (CIDRAP) suggest that
the COVID-19 outbreak won't end until 60% to 70% of the human population is immune to the
virus, which may take between 18 and 24 months.
Russia reported a record number of new coronavirus cases for the fourth consecutive day Sunday,
as the virus rapidly spreads in the country, which is fast becoming one of the global epicentres of
COVID-19.

ECONOMICS, POLITICS, EDUCATION, ENVIRONMENT, SOCIAL

A renewed commitment to hygiene is propping up sales of previously out-of-favour plastics like
polystyrene, as consumers relegate environmental priorities while trying to stay clear of the
coronavirus. For a plastics industry that’s grappling with a drop in demand for household goods
and cars, the resurgence is a welcome break. About 15 million tons of polystyrene are produced
globally every year, and the material is used widely in cars and hospital ventilators as well as
takeaway coffee cups and food packaging. That said, the change in sentiment will probably be
temporary, according to an international industry insider, as the passing of the COVID-19 crisis
brings about a renewed call for action to prevent climate change and ocean pollution. In South
Africa, Nampak CEO Erik Smuts predicts the trend will persist among those whose disposable
income will be squeezed the most, especially if the pandemic sparks a recession.
The Department of Higher Education and Training has decided not to resume campus-based
activity when Level 4 of the lockdown commences on Friday. The department will use this phase
for planning and preparation at all universities and TVET colleges, as well as the mobilisation of
resources. "Our collective efforts during this period remains that of putting appropriate remote
learning support systems in place for all our PSET (post-school education and training)
institutions, using whatever means available, while preparing our institutional capacities for the
eventual return of students and staff once conditions permit such," Minister Blade Nzimande said.
"As a result of high uncertainty and the fluid social context imposed by the viral threat on every
aspect of South African society, it is not possible to determine with any measure of certainty the
dates when a physical return to campuses for the bulk of our students will be possible. Until we
reach that point, every effort is now being made to put in place multiple and flexible methods of
teaching and learning to support all our institutions and all our students". The Minister confirmed
that the National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) will continue to fund students while
the 2020 academic year. "Given the fact that all our universities have already disbursed learning
material allowances to their NSFAS-supported students, I would like to urge our students who
have not as yet utilised their allowances to use them to purchase appropriate electronic learning
devices to support their learning during this time."
One of the key tenets of the government’s mooted National Health Insurance is that public and
private healthcare be able to share patient data as the person moves through the system. This
data should be secured and only shared with the patient’s permission. With NHI only due to come
into force in 2026, the COVID-19 pandemic is highlighting more than ever that the healthcare
sector needs to relook at how it manages patient data sooner, rather than later. There also needs
to be increasing focus on the quality of data, which must be captured correctly from the outset in
order to create a unique patient identifier.
BBC correspondents predict what life will look like after COVID-19. They explore working hours
and conditions, clothing retail, tech, culture, travel and geopolitics.
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One of the biggest concerns of public health experts in South Africa is how COVID-19 could affect
HIV-positive people. To date, there has been little data available – but two new studies from Spain
and the US seem to offer cause for cautious optimism. The studies were reported in the  Journal of
American Medicine and The Lancet.
The South African government has an updated price list for critical equipment to fight COVID-19 –
and it is willing to pay a lot more for some items than it was two weeks ago.
The US has denied it placed any restrictions on the export of COVID-19 test kits, contradicting
statements by Health Minister Zweli Mkhize before Parliament this week. Mkhize told the Health
Portfolio Committee on Monday there were problems with supplies of test kits for the National
Health Laboratory Service's (NHLS) GeneXpert machines - a crucial element of plans to ramp up
testing for Covid-19.
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