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Share this with those who need to know

COVID-19 news from SAMED, Government and Abroad.

GAZETTE OF AMENDMENTS OF LEVEL 3 REGULATIONS

The Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs (CoGTA), Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma,
designated under section 3 of the Disaster Management Act, 2002 (Act No. 57 of 2002), signed and
gazetted an amendment to the regulations for the advanced COVID-19 Alert Level 3 Lockdown.

The regulations are amended and gazetted after the declaration of a national state of disaster, published
in Government Gazette No. 43096 of 15 March 2020, and extended by Government Notice No. R. 646 of
5 June 2020, hereby in terms of section 27(2) of the Disaster Management Act, 2002.

The regulations were gazetted by the Minister after consultation with other Cabinet members. The
amendments expand the sectors that are permitted under level 3, regulation 33 has been updated to allow
movement for the purpose of provision and procuring the services permitted in these regulations. Under
these amendments, cinemas, restaurants, theatres and casinos may operate subject to the strict
adherence to all health protocols and social distancing measures and following the directions to be issued
by the responsible Minister, after consultation with the Minister of Health.

The amendments are issued in line with the President’s message that government is implementing the
Risk-Adjusted Strategy model in order to balance the overriding objective of saving lives and protecting
livelihoods. The Minister urges South Africans to continue to exercise caution and protect themselves and
others from avoidable exposure to COVID-19 infection.

Click here to download a PDF version of the Alert Level 3 Regulations
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POPIA - EFFECTIVE DATE RELEASED

Businesses will have 12 months from 1 July 2020 to comply with the Protection of Personal Information
Act 4 of 2013 (“the Act”), according to a statement released by the President Ramaphosa on the 22nd
June 2020.

Effectively, all businesses which process personal information of both natural persons and juristic persons
must comply with the Act’s 8 conditions for lawful processing by 1 July 2021.

It is important to remember that processing is very widely defined in the Act and includes the use,
collection, communication, organisation, storage, deletion, transfer, dissemination, linking, copying etc. of
any information that is capable of identifying a person.

Back to top

REMINDER TO EMPLOYERS TO SUBMIT RETURN OF EARNINGS TO THE
COMPENSATION FUND BY 30 JUNE 2020 

Employers registered with the Compensation Fund in terms of the Compensation for Occupational Injuries
and Diseases Act, 1993 are reminded to submit, by no later than 30 June 2020, their annual return of
earnings (ROE) to the Fund.  The ROE allows the Fund to assess employers for the purposes of
determining the annual amount payable by employers to the Fund. 
 
ROE submissions must be made online, using this link.

Back to top

OPPORTUNITY FOR USABLE OXYGEN IN A CLINICAL SETTING

B4SA has been approached by a Company that produces Alcohol and potentially has excess Oxygen as
a by-product and believe it can be converted into useable Oxygen in a clinical setting. 
 
If your company specializes in this area or if you know of someone that does please contact
Martin Kingston and Stavros Nicolaou at: 
martin.kingston@rothschildandco.com; snicolaou@aspenpharma.com
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WEBINAR FROM GLOBAL BUSINESS
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Download the brochure here.
For more information, click here.
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WEBINAR ON MANAGING SUPPLIERS & ESD BENEFICIARIES TO MINIMISE THE
IMPACT OF COVID-19

Back to top
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REPORT UNLICENCED COMPANIES TO SAHPRA

Several members have contact SAMED about companies trading medical technologies without a
SAHPRA Medical Device Establishment License. These companies are trading illegally and it is essential
that they be reported to SAHPRA for investigation.

SAHPRA has published a list of licenced companies under documents on their medical devices
page which you can use to check if the company has a Medical Device Establishment License before
sending a report. You can download this list as at 26 May 2020, here. Please ensure that you visit the
SAHPRA website to obtain updates as this is an evolving list.

Report unlicensed companies by emailing: mokgadi.fafudi@sahpra.org.za 
 

IMPORTANT SAHPRA MEDICAL DEVICE NOTICES

MD010_Guidance_Rapidly developed ventilators_26May2020_v1
PCR Tests Authorised for Listing by SAHPRA – 19.05.2020Specification criteria for COVID-
19 serological test kits
Joint Communication-Regulatory Status of Equipment Used to Help Prevent COVID-19
NRCS media Release – Standards for Masks and Disinfectants
Regulatory Requirements for the manufacture, distribution or wholesale of Serological
COVID-19 Rapid Test Kits
SAHPRA clarifies the issue of COVID-19 Rapid Test Kits
MEDICAL DEVICES INCLUDING IN-VITRO DIAGNOSTICS (IVDS) REQUIREMENTS FOR
SUPPLY OF MEDICAL DEVICES IN LIGHT OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Back to top

SAHPRA MEDICAL DEVICE CONTACTS
SAHPRA has launched a COVID-19 Medical Device Hotline to deal with COVID-19 related queries.

084 220 8037
072 993 2273
078 281 6334

For queries on COVID-19 please email mdcovid.@sahpra.org.za and all other regular
medical device queries can be sent to MDnotifications@sahpra.org.za

For general licensing queries: June Searela june.searela@sahpra.org.za / 072 828 2416 
For COVD-19 related applications: Matlapeng Shabalala Matlapeng.Shabalala@sahpra.org.za /
071 302 0409 or
Khanyisile Nkuku Khanyisle.Nkuku@sahpra.org.za / 081 854 7109
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DO YOU HAVE A
COVID-19

QUESTION OR
QUERY?

Please visit the FAQ
Section of our

library as it provides
answers to many of
the frequently asked

questions we
receive.

PARTICIPATE ON B4SA COVID-19 PROCUREMENT PORTAL

The information collected on the B4SA covid19manager.co.za platform will be used to ensure supplier
verification, regulatory compliance, product availability, reasonable pricing and providing the accurate and
most up-to-date logistical information to the procurement department division at BSA to place orders from
you and/or assist with ramping up local production. It is an automated process to help facilitate the
overwhelming demand currently being experienced in South Africa during the weeks to come.

NOTE: THIS IS A LIVE SYSTEM SO PLEASE UPDATE YOUR STOCK QUANTITIES AND LEAD TIME
AS AND WHEN THEY CHANGE.

Please see the following link to the video for an explanation of how to use the portal and click
on https://covid19manager.co.za/ to add your company and product information.
 
You will most likely be contacted by a member of the BSA procurement team should your information
provided need to be verified or an order need to be placed.

If you have any questions about the status of your registration, on the types of PPE and medical
equipment that B4SA are procuring, if you are struggling to complete your application, or if you have any
other queries, please get in touch with the B4SA support team via
covid19portal@businessresponsecovid19.co.za. If you are not receiving feedback from the
administrators, please check your spam/junk folders.

SAMED is appreciative of the support and commitment of our members in fighting this pandemic.
Back to top

THE SOLIDARITY FUND
The Solidarity Fund provided more details on its purpose and mandate of mobilising and coordinating
efforts and resources from all South Africans and the international community to assist most vulnerable
South Africans to deal with the impact of Covid19 and the consequences of measures intended to slow its
rate of infection. One of its key focus areas is a Health Response with direct support for the healthcare
system, augmenting both the private and government healthcare sectors to ensure they have what they
need, as well as enabling emergency supplies.
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Details on how to donate are available on the Fund’s website www.solidarityfund.co.za
For more information email info@solidarityfund.co.za 
 
For offers of supply of Medicines and Medical Devices send
to covid19supplies@businessresponsecovid19.co.za
If you are seeking PPE for your hospital, clinic, or NGO please email your request
to covid19requests@businessresponsecovid19.co.za
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COVID-19 EVENTS

INVITATION TO B4SA ZOOMCAST: THE EFFECTS OF COVID-19 ON MENTAL
HEALTH IN BUSINESS
How should Business respond to the mental health challenges related to COVID-19? 
 
As we return to work, business owners, CEO’s, managers, and employees are facing the prospect that a
business-as-usual approach is no longer viable.  It is not just about putting in place the practical
requirements of social distancing and hygiene, it requires addressing the psychological impact of the virus
in the workplace.
 
Employees are fearful of returning to work, not only because they may become infected on their way to
work, in boardrooms or in their normal work scenarios, but also because of stigma, confusion in respect of
new workplace policies and intra-workplace relations.
 
Please join B4SA for a webinar to discuss these challenges, and how to address them.  This session will
also touch on international learnings, re-imagining the workplace setting and why, in these unprecedented
times, mental health should be a priority for companies large and small.  
 
Date:                    Tuesday, 30 June 2020
Time:                    12h00 - 13h00
Dial in:                  Zoom:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4459725244 
R.S.V.P.:               Dani Cohen, dani@prologconsulting.co.za / 082 897 0443
                             Sandra Sowray, sandra@prologconsulting.co.za / 079 167 6863
                             Yamkela Njingolo mazulu@madamnji.com / 071 252 3400
 

Back to top

COVID-19 DEVELOPMENTS

TRACKING THE PANDEMIC

Second wave

South Africa is only experiencing the first COVID-19 wave and will probably experience two to
three more waves of the pandemic right into 2022, top scientist Professor Shabir Madhi said on
Wednesday.
"South Africa is not in a second spike, we are still in the first wave of the pandemic. We are
probably going to experience three to four waves, probably right into 2022 at this rate," Madhi said.
It is important than that citizens of the country adhere to the non-pharmaceutical interventions
which we now know are effective in terms of reducing the rate of the transmission of the virus.
"What I am referring to is things such as completely avoiding mass gatherings, ensuring physical
distancing, the use of surgical face masks.”

Western Cape ongoing preparations
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Premier Alan Winde announced the "peak" was still expected to start in the last week of June -
and had thus begun. It could last for two to four weeks - but international experience showed every
region had its own dynamics, which could influence how long a "peak" lasted.
To cope, the province has continued ongoing preparations across a wide range of disciplines. To
help persuade people to go into quarantine and isolation, the province has ramped up
communication strategies, engagement with local leaders, public messaging by local personalities
and behaviour-change strategies.
The province has also announced that a dozen refrigerated containers for "mass fatalities" will
soon be in place at a Western Cape hospital. The facility will be able to store 770 COVID-19
corpses, and is being built adjacent to Tygerberg Hospital.

ECONOMICS, POLITICS, EDUCATION, ENVIRONMENT, SOCIAL
Nine things you should know about Tito Mboweni's budget

Finance Minister Tito Mboweni on Wednesday afternoon presented the Supplementary Budget for
the 2020/21 financial year. Mboweni said the country is facing a sovereign debt crisis if spending
isn't changed soon, and that debt to GDP will reach 106% by 2023 if nothing changes. 
He said his "Herculean" task is, therefore, "to close the mouth of the hippopotamus" by reducing
expenditure and stabilising debt. 
The budget diverts additional money towards social grants and healthcare provision, in light of the
pandemic.
No new taxes were introduced, but Mboweni said an additional R40 billion in tax will have to be
found in the next four years. 
Nine points from the speech

South Africa's economy will contract by 7.2% in 2020 - the largest contraction in 90 years
Treasury expects a R300 billion tax shortfall due to COVID-19 
The budget deficit will be double what was expected in February 
Healthcare receives an additional R21.5 billion spending for COVID-19 response 
An additional R25.5 billion for social grants, a further R19.6 billion for job creation 
National budget increases by over R30 billion, R40 billion extra tax required in four years 
A bailout of R3 billion for Land Bank, and delay on economic reforms 
If nothing is done, South Africa's debt will reach 106% of GDP in 2023/24 
South Africa needs private money to fund infrastructure growth 

Restaurants, cinemas and casinos are now unbanned – but must wait for more rules before opening

A number of leisure activities were technically unbanned under Alert Level 3 of SA's lockdown late
on Thursday night – but in a way that still makes it illegal for establishments to actually open their
doors.
But all of those sectors must still wait for specific safety rules they have to follow, and those rules
haven't been published yet, leaving no legal way for establishments to open.
The restaurant sector immediately promised to make legal demands that its directions be urgently
published saying the new rules are "vague" and are passing the buck. Rules include:

1. Cinemas must sell all tickets "through a booking system". (It is not specified that this must be an
online system.)

2. Theatres must operate with a maximum crew of 15 people, and that includes extra staff dealing
with live streaming or recording.  

Kaya FM closes premises after positive COVID-19 case

Kaya FM has temporarily closed its premises in Johannesburg following a confirmed COVID-19
case among staff. "Our company of 97 employees have been informed, and we as a company are
managing the potential for further exposure pending the results of other employee's tests," said a
press statement.  The Kaya FM building will be temporarily closed while a deep cleansing process
is carried out until further notice. 

Mexico’s failure to contain COVID-19 shows why the region is now the centre of the pandemic
According to the Economist, Mexico has 159,793 confirmed cases and 19,080 deaths. The
number of new cases is rising, both nationally and in 27 of the 32 states. Yet with COVID-19 on the
rampage, the country is easing its controls.
The rest of Latin America shares its plight. The region is reporting more cases each day than
Europe did during its COVID-19 peak in April.
By some measures, it is the world’s most urbanised region, which may help explain the virus’s
spread. Governments’ responses have varied greatly. Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro has been
cavalier, dismissing COVID-19 as “sniffles” and breaching his own health ministry’s social-
distancing advice. Nicaragua’s Daniel Ortega imposed no lockdown. Governments in Peru,
Argentina and elsewhere acted early and sternly, using the police to enforce quarantine orders. Yet
with few exceptions, the spread of the virus has been swift. Read more

CLINICAL, SCIENTIFIC
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Three things you can do to make a difference – Daily Maverick
Three things that you can do to make the most difference to easing the lockdown and reopening South
Africa with the least risk, whether you are using a taxi, socialising, working, working out, or running a
shop:

Distance: The further away you are from someone who is infected, the less likely you are to be
infected by them or to breathe in particles they have breathed out.
Dose: To become infected you need to have contact with a minimum dose, which takes time and
exposure to people with the virus. The longer you are exposed to an infectious person, the more
people you are exposed to, and the fewer barriers (like cloth masks) between you, the more likely
you are to be exposed to the virus. People who have symptoms or are about to develop
symptoms, including mild illness, are generally more infectious – i.e., are able to produce larger
doses of infected respiratory particles.
Dispersion: Because smaller particles hang around in the air, the movement of air makes a really
big difference. The particles disperse quickly if you are outside, particularly if there is a breeze or
wind. We also know that sunlight breaks down the virus. Small, enclosed spaces with closed
windows are high risk, especially when they are crowded. Read more

The gradual easing of lockdown – distancing, masks key to avoid second COVID-19 wave

As several countries are easing their stringent lockdown restrictions and entering a “new normal”,
there are reports of surging numbers in places where the virus was contained. Beijing, for
example, reinstated lockdown measures after new COVID-19 cases emerged. How will other
countries avoid second waves of COVID-19? 
According to a new modelling study performed by the Barcelona Institute for Global Health
(ISGlobal), individual efforts to maintain physical distancing, wearing face masks and performing
stringent hand-hygiene, along with the gradual easing of lockdown measures, could be the
answer.
Xavier Rodó, head of ISGlobal's Climate and Health programme in his study, published in the
journal Nature Human Behaviour, he and his team made projections based on a model that divides
the population into seven groups: susceptible, quarantined, exposed, infectious not detected,
reported infectious and confined, recovered and death. The model also simulates the degree of
population confinement and the different post-confinement strategies. Read more

COVID-19: Stark differences between public and private sector testing

In South Africa’s private healthcare sector, COVID-19 tests are typically processed within a day or
two. Tests are also relatively easy to get, provided you or your medical scheme are willing to pay
the R900 plus that it costs. Even if you don’t want a COVID-19 test, many private hospitals require
you to have one should you plan to be admitted for even a relatively minor elective procedure
unrelated to COVID-19
In stark contrast, healthcare workers and patients in the public sector often have to wait a week, or
even weeks, for test results. This has serious implications – including samples being in the queue
for so long that they become unusable before they are tested.
That test turnaround times have shot up in the public sector is confirmed by the NICD. According
to their most recent weekly COVID-19 testing report, mean test turnaround times in the public
sector went from 2.1 days in early May to 12.4 days in the week ending 13 June. 
The consequences of these delays in hospitals are severe. Not only is this a waste of time and
resources, but, for isolation and infection-control purposes patients suspected to have COVID-19
have to be kept in a separate ward to both confirmed COVID-19 patients and the wards set aside
for negative patients. The test result delays caused many patients to remain in overcrowded wards
for longer than is needed, potentially infecting negative patients stationed with them while they
wait. As a result, the doctor says, isolation wards in their hospital are always full. Read more

Why vaccines need to be tried and tested in different populations across the world

. The race to develop a COVID-19 vaccine continues, and positive news has been doing the
rounds this week as the University of Witwatersrand (Wits) is set to embark on the Ox1Cov-19
vaccine trial – the first clinical trial in Africa for a COVID-19 vaccine
Speaking at the virtual webinar Professor Helen Rees, executive director of the Wits Reproductive
Health and HIV Unit (RHI) spoke about the importance of COVID-19 vaccine development needing
to be a global effort, and stressed that the opportunity to participate in trials must ensure that
Africa is not left behind like it was in the past.
In an article for Harvard Business Review last month, three medical academics wrote: “This
‘vaccine nationalism’ is not only morally reprehensible, it is the wrong way to reduce transmission
globally.
“And global transmission matters: If countries with a large number of cases lag in obtaining the
vaccine and other medicines, the disease will continue to disrupt global supply chains and, as a
result, economies around the world.” 

While we may have the COVID-19 Vaccine our challenge lies in getting it safely into rural Africa
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Measles & Rubella Initiative – made up of the American Red Cross, the US Centers for Disease
Control, Unicef, the United Nations Foundation and WHO – warned that more than 117 million
children globally are at risk of missing their measles vaccines as a result of the COVID-19 surge.
So far, 24 countries have delayed their measles immunisation programmes and more are
expected to follow. Most of these countries are in Asia, Africa, and South America.
Similar concerns have been raised in South Africa specifically.
Vaccines need to be stored at the right temperature. The recommended range for most vaccines is
between 2°C and 8°C. A central element of any effective immunisation programme is a functional
cold chain management system that can be closely and easily monitored. If the cold chain is
broken at any point along the vaccine’s journey to the end-user, there is a risk that the vaccine can
be rendered entirely useless. This could be due to something as common as accidental freezing in
an overstocked clinic fridge.
And when one factors in the myriad other challenges facing public health experts in the developing
world, it soon becomes clear that cold chain solutions originating in the first world and premised on
reliable transport networks, universal data, and a reliable and stable power supply, will be woefully
inadequate.
Unlike those of the developed world, public health risk mitigation strategies in Africa have to factor
in accepted and daily obstacles that will affect the swift distribution of any vaccine, not just one for
COVID-19.

OTHER
Bike sales around the world have suddenly skyrocketed in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic

Bike retailers are struggling to keep up with this unprecedented demand. Most people feel unsafe
using public transport and cycling is a way of getting around that enables physical distancing
during the pandemic. In addition, with gyms, malls, cinemas and restaurants closed, many view
cycling as both exercise and recreation. Furthermore, the quieter roads make cycling more
appealing now than when the roads were busier pre the pandemic.
Dutch bike brand VanMoof, which sells e-bikes all around the world, suddenly saw a surge in
online pre-orders for their two-wheelers. They were then able to secure 12.5 million euros of
venture capital funding and team up with Taiwan-based manufacturer Sinbon Electronics to scale
up production to more than triple their previous output.
Locally, Andrew Mclean of Cycle Lab Megastores headquartered in Johannesburg said in an
interview with Flux Trends that people now view their “health as their wealth”, and his company
has seen a boom in bike sales as a consequence of COVID-19. The two main growth areas are
newcomers to cycling and the e-bike market. He says that in spite of South Africa not being a
commuter cycling market, it has a thriving cycling industry with top-notch bike parks and world-
class cycling events. Read more
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